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The proposed amendment provides guidance for asmis$ students who do not have a high
school diploma or GED to state colleges, and atits &igh school grade point average as an
admissions criterion to state universities whetaascrank is not available.

Background Information:
The policy was reviewed in accordance with the-frear policy review cycle.



BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MINNESOTA STATE COLLEGESAND UNIVERSITIES

FIRST READING

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO POLICY 3.4 UNDERGRADUATE ADMISSIONS

BACKGROUND

This policy was last reviewed and amended in 2006 policy was reviewed at a system-wide
meeting of Admissions Directors and then a smajteup of Directors met to draft specific
language revisions. The draft was sent out folese\and comment, and then reviewed and
approved by the Academic and Student Affairs Pdioyncil.

The amendment provides specific guidance to stdleges on considering students for
admission who do not have either a high schoobdigl or a GED. In addition, because
increasing numbers of high schools are not comguiass rankings of graduates, the
amendment allows state universities to use the $ugbol grade point average as an admission
criterion when the class rank is not available.
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3.4 Undergraduate Admissions

Part 1. Definitions. The following definitions apply for purposes ofglgolicy.

Admission: refers to a student's initial entrantde & Minnesota state college or university as a
candidate for a certificate, diploma, or degree.

A college: is a Minnesota State Colleges and Usities (MnSCU) institution authorized to

offer certificates, diplomas, and associate degrees

A university: is a MnSCU institution authorizeddffer degrees at the associate level and above.
An academic or career program: is a major, min@ncentration, or emphasis offered by the
college or university.

An international student: is a student who is reeplito be registered under the Student and
Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS).

Part 2. Admissions. Consistent with their specific missions, colleged universities shall-admit
consider for admissiostudents who are able to benefit from the edueatiofferings of an
institution.

All institutions shall provide clear, accessibléoimation to potential students regarding
requirements as well as the appropriate level aflamic preparation necessary for success in
specific programs of study.

Admission to a college or university does not gotga admission to a specific program.
Academic, fiscal and facilities considerations rayt admission to particular programs or
institutions.

Part 3. State College Admission Requirements. Colleges are committed to open admissions
with the following requirements:
1. The basic requirement is a high school diploma BEDGertificate.
2. A person who has neither a high school diplomaanGED certificate may be admitted
if, at the discretion of the college, that persemdnstrates potential for being a
successful college student, based on a passing snan approved Ability to Benefit
Test.
3. Admission to a college does not guarantee admigeionllege-level courses as provided
for in Board Policy 3.3 Assessment for College Reeask.

Part 4. State University Admission Requirements. Admission to universities in the system
shall be based on the achievement of a high satipldma and preparation standards in specific
subject areas as noted below.



Subpart A. New first year students. To be considered for admission to a universitg agsw
first year student, students shall have completenises determined to be college preparatory in
the following pattern or which provide mastery glievalent competencies in grades 9-12.

1. Required Academic Core consisting of:

a. 4 years of English (including composition, ktiere, and speech

b. 3 years of mathematics (2 years of algebra,jo€lwone is intermediate or advanced
algebra, and 1 year of geometry)

c. 3 years of science (at least 1 year each adlagical and physical science, with all
courses including significant laboratory expede)

d. 3 years of social studies (including 1 year azfalpeography and U.S. history)

e. 2 years of a single world language (including-Emglish native languages and
American Sign Language)

f. One year of arts (visual arts and the perfornartg of theater, music, dance and media
arts)

2. Academic Performance Requirement. In addition éopfeceding subject area
requirement, new first year students shall haven& m their high school graduating
class in the top 50% or a composite score onr-thaEaedACT, the PSAT, or the SAT,
at or above the 50th percentile on the nationainsolf a student’s high school does not
rank graduates, an unweighted grade point averaaiel@ast 3.0 shall be deemed to meet
the class rank requirementndividual universities may set higher test sc@rade point
averageor class rank requirements.

Subpart B. Transfer students. Students transferring to a state university fram ather college
or university must have a level of academic achiexat that is at least equal to the standard
required for good academic standing at the trans&itution. In addition, students who did not
complete the preparation requirements in high scmay be admitted according to the
following:

1. Students who have completed an Associate in Agsegefrom a Minnesota community
college and the world language requirement shajlitdged to have met all preparation
requirements.

2. Students who have completed the Minnesota Tra@feiculum and the world
language requirement shall be judged to have rptearation requirements.

3. Students who wish to transfer from a two-year arfgear college or university shall
have completed sufficient college or universitydit®that are judged by the receiving
institutions to have satisfied all high school @egtion deficiencies.

4. Students whose college or university credits werapleted before implementation of
the preparation requirements (1994) shall be restkivdividually at each university on
the basis of university guidelines consistent wghmission.

Subpart C. Out of state students. The high school preparation requirements and expep
shall apply to students who have graduated frorh bajools in states other than Minnesota.



Subpart D. Exceptions. Individual universities may make exceptions toréguirement set
forth in subparts A and B above.

1. New first year students who are admitted with deficies shall be advisedguiredto
make up those deficiencies during their first yafagnrollmentprior-to-classification-as a
sophomeore

2. Other students with deficiencies shall be requicechake up the deficiency within the
first year of enrollment. [Standard practice eqsateo years of high school world
language instruction with one year of college-levetld language instruction.]

3. Universities shall document the reasons fortgngrexceptions and maintain adequate
records to determine the academic success of dtudémitted under these exceptions.

Part 5. Procedure. The Chancellor shall develop a system procedumraptement the
provisions of Board Policy 3.4, including requiramgefor consistency in administering
admissions processes.

Related Documents:
» Procedure 3.4.1 Undergraduate Admissions

Policy History:

Date of Adoption: 1/18/95,

Date of Implementation: 7/01/95,

Date & Subject of Revisions:

4/19/06 - Policy title amended to “Undergraduat@i#issions. Part 1 amended to clarify Admissions
definition, and an International Student definitiwas added. Part 3, number 3 was amended to r@d&r b
to Policy 3.3. Part 4, Subpart B was amended tiafghlequirements for students transferring intstate
university. Subpart D removes requirement annuegtons report to the Board — requires
documentation and records. Part 5 requires the ¢gflanto develop a procedure and deletes Subparts
H.



