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Cite policy requirement, or explain why item is on the Board agenda: 
 
Effective January 1, 2009, Minnesota Statute, 136F.301 requires the Board of Trustees to report 
annually by October 1 to the chairs of the House of Representatives and Senate committees with 
primary jurisdiction over higher education policy on the board's current policy setting the 
maximum number of semester credits required for a baccalaureate and an associate of arts degree 
at 120 and 60 semester credits or their equivalent. 
 
Outline of Key Points/Policy Issues: 
 94% of the degree programs are now in compliance with Minnesota Statute and 

Chancellor’s policy and procedure. 
 Twenty-five waiver applications have been submitted.  Twelve applications have been 

approved, one was withdrawn and twelve are under review. 
 
Background Information: 
The Board of Trustees receives the Degree Credit Caps:  Report to the Legislature annually.  The 
2011 report provides information about the status of program credit length reductions, the 
disposition of waiver applications and upcoming deadlines. 
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Background  1 
Session laws passed in 2007, 2008 and 2009 affect the credit length of selected degree programs. 2 
Session law in 20071

 9 

 directs the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities Board of Trustees to 3 
set the maximum number of semester credits required for a baccalaureate degree at 120 credits, 4 
and for an associate degree at 60 credits.  The law permits the Board of Trustees to grant waivers 5 
for specific degree programs in which industry or professional accreditation standards require a 6 
greater number of credits.  In January 2009 the Board of Trustees adopted policy and the 7 
Chancellor approved procedure to guide the system’s response to this legislation. 8 

Current Status of Academic Programs 10 
As of August 1, 2011, Minnesota State Colleges and Universities offered a total of 4,248 11 
academic programs; 4,014 programs (94 percent) are within credit length limits set by either 12 
Chancellor’s procedure or the legislated 60/120 credit limits.  The remaining 234 system 13 
programs (6 percent) exceed credit length limits but will come into compliance by June 29, 2012. 14 
 
Table 1.  Programs In Compliance with Chancellor's Procedures and 60/120 Legislation. 

Programs In Compliance 
(ahead of the 2012 deadline) 

Working Toward Compliance 
(will reduce credits or be granted a 

waiver) 
Colleges 3,146 3047 (97%) 99 (3%) 
Universities 1,102 967 (88%) 135 (12%) 

Total 4,248 4014 (94%) 234 (6%) 
 
Credit Length Waiver Applications  15 
Twenty-five waiver applications have been submitted over the past two years.  Twelve waivers 16 
have been approved, one was subsequently withdrawn, and twelve are still under review. 17 
 18 
The attached report is required in legislation and will be submitted to the Legislature following 19 
the November, 2011, meeting of the Board of Trustees. 20 

                     
1 Minnesota Session Laws 2007 Chapter 144, article 1, section 4, subdivision 3, paragraph (b) 
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