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Executive Committee Agenda 
Scott Thiss, Chair 

 
(1) Minutes of June 8, 2011  
(2) FY2011 Year-end Board Operating Budget Report 
(3) FY2012 Budget  
(4) Draft Schedule/Agendas for Meetings October 18, 2011 
(5) Installation of Chancellor Steven Rosenstone, October 19, 2011 
(6) Board and Committee Meeting Frequency  
(7) Leadership Council Comments 
 
 
  

Scott Thiss, Chair 
Executive Committee 

Clarence Hightower, Vice Chair 
Duane Benson, Treasurer 
Cheryl Dickson 
Dan McElroy 
Christine Rice 
Louise Sundin 
 
BOLD denotes action item 



MINNESOTA STATE COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

June 8, 2011 
 

Executive Committee Members Present: Scott Thiss, Chair, Duane Benson,  
Cheryl Dickson, Clarence Hightower, Dan McElroy, Christine Rice and Louise Sundin 
 
Executive Committee Members Absent: None  
 
Other Members Present: Jacob Englund, Alfredo Oliveira, and James Van Houten   
 
The Minnesota State Colleges and Universities Board of Trustees Executive Committee 
met at 30 7th St., E., 3rd Floor, Room 3310, St Paul, on Wednesday, June 8, 2011. Chair 
Scott Thiss convened the meeting at 8:00 AM and announced that a quorum was present.  
 
Trustee Alfredo Oliveira and President Kevin Kopischke participated by conference call.  
  
(1) Minutes of May 4, 2011   
The Executive Committee meeting minutes of May 4, 2011, were accepted as written.  
 
(2) Committee Goals     
Chair Scott Thiss requested each committee chair to provide a brief update on their goals 
during the standing committee reports at the June Board meeting. 
 
 (3) Special Meeting of the Finance and Facilities Committee on June 15, 2011 
Trustee Dan McElroy, Chair, Finance and Facilities Committee, reported that there will 
be a special meeting of the committee on June 15 for first readings on the FY2012-2017 
Capital Budget Request and the FY2012 Operating Budget. Both items will be presented 
for a second reading and action at the Board meeting on June 21 and 22, 2011.  
 
(4) Draft Schedule/Agendas for Annual Meeting on June 21 and 22, 2011 
The Executive Committee reviewed the draft schedule/agendas for the meetings on June 
21 and 22, 2011.  
 
Election of Officers  
Chair Thiss announced that all three current officers, Duane Benson, Treasurer; Clarence 
Hightower, Vice Chair; and Scott Thiss, Chair; have submitted their names to serve for 
another year. The elections will take place at the Board meeting on June 22, 2011.  

 
FY2012 Meeting Calendar 
The proposed FY2012 meeting calendar will be presented for action at the Board meeting 
on June 22. As presented, two-day meetings are scheduled on the third Tuesday and 
Wednesday of each month except August, December and February. The first day of the 
September meeting will be a retreat with Chancellor-designate Steven Rosenstone.  
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Special Events on June 21 and July 19, 2011 
Chair Thiss proposed changing the date and time of the recognition ceremony for Trustee 
Christopher Frederick whose appointment ends on June 30, and Presidents David 
Danahar, Larry Litecky, Shari Olson, Donovan Schwichtenberg and Ann Valentine who 
were either retiring or have accepted other positions. Interim Vice Chancellor Scott Olson 
also will be recognized. Instead of an evening reception on June 21, Chair Thiss proposed 
a reception immediately following the Board meeting on June 22, 2011. Trustees 
concurred with the change.  

 
Chair Thiss also announced that Chancellor McCormick's retirement reception will be on 
July 19 at the Science Museum of Minnesota.  
 
(5) July Study Session  
Chair Thiss proposed adding a one-hour study session to the July meeting agenda. The 
purpose of the study session would be to review the "Connecting with Campus 
Initiative," and for an informal Board self-evaluation. The members supported the 
suggestion and a study session will be added to the agenda.  
 
(6) Installation of Chancellor-designate Dr. Steven Rosenstone 
Chair Thiss outlined a ceremony for the installation of Chancellor-designate Steven 
Rosenstone. The ceremony will signal the arrival of a new leader and the importance of 
the system's relationship with the citizens of Minnesota. The Minnesota State Capitol 
Rotunda is being considered for the location. The date for the ceremony will be 
confirmed later but most likely will be one of the two days already scheduled for 
meetings in October (18th and 19th). Minnesota State College – Southeast Technical,  
has a Jewelry Manufacturing and Repair Program and President Jim Johnson said that 
they would be honored to design a medallion for the occasion.  
 
 (7) iPad Pilot Study 
Darrel Huish, Vice Chancellor, Information Technology, summarized the results of the 
iPad Pilot Study. Several Trustees with iPads participated in the study. Vice Chancellor 
Huish commented that the iPad has promise for the future and the technology is better 
today than when the study began. At this time, the potential cost savings do not make a 
strong argument for the devices. It is useful for some trustees but it is primarily a 
personal device. The $700 expense of the iPad could be recaptured over 30 months of 
use, but three-years are a long time to keep a single personal productivity device. One 
recommendation is to do nothing. Another recommendation is to provide iPads to people 
who agree not to use printed materials. The iPad is currently not a stand-alone device. 
Trustees would need to have a Mac or other PC with configuration. Apple announced that 
next version of the iPad will not need tethering. Last minute documents might be a 
constraint. Technology does fail sometimes and network  connectivity can create 
problems too. The Office of the Chancellor Local Area Network (LAN) staff does not 
currently support the iPad.  
 
Trustee Thomas Renier explained that the Northland Foundation Board went through a 
six-month transition when they moved to paperless meetings. The members used their 
laptops or iPads, but there were always a few paper copies available.  Trustee Jacob 
Englund favored paperless and moving forward with the technology. Chair Thiss 
concluded that moving to paperless meetings may be something the Board needs to do, 
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but now is not the right time. The materials are currently available online to anyone that 
wants to access them. He proposed continuing the discussion as the technology improves.  
 
Chair Thiss asked President Kopischke to consult with the presidents to see how many 
want to continue receiving printed board meeting materials. 
 
(8) Leadership Council Comments 
President Kevin Kopischke, Alexandria Technical and Community College, and co-chair 
of the Leadership Council, reported that the Leadership Council met on June 7, 2011. 
They recognized Presidents David Danahar, Larry Litecky, Shari Olson, Donovan 
Schwichtenberg and Ann Valentine who were either retiring or leaving the system. They 
also thanked Interim Vice Chancellor Scott Olson for his work over the past year in 
academic and student affairs. The main topic of discussion was the state shutdown.  
 
(9) Adjournment 
Chair Thiss adjourned the meeting at 9:00 AM. 
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