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3.36 Academic Programs 1 
 2 
Part 1. Purpose and Applicability. The purpose of the Academic Programs policy is to direct 3 
system decision-making regarding the development, approval and management of credit-based 4 
academic programs.  In order to meet Minnesota’s educational needs, the Minnesota State 5 
Colleges and Universities system shall endeavor to:    6 
 7 

1. Ensure quality and excellence that is competitive on a national and international level in 8 
meeting the needs of students for occupational, general, undergraduate, and graduate 9 
education; 10 
 11 

2. Facilitate ease of transfer among schools and programs, integrate course credit, and 12 
coordinate degree programs; 13 
 14 

3. Give highest priority to meeting the needs of Minnesota employers for a highly skilled 15 
and adaptable workforce;  16 
 17 

4. Enhance Minnesota’s quality of life by developing understanding and appreciation of a 18 
free and diverse society; and 19 
 20 

5. Eliminate unnecessary duplication and achieve efficient and streamlined operations. 21 
 22 
This policy applies to credit-based academic programs of system colleges and universities.  23 
 24 
Part 2.  Definitions.  The following definitions have the meanings indicated for all Board 25 
policies unless the text clearly indicates otherwise. 26 
 27 

Subpart A.  Academic award.  Academic award means a certificate, diploma or degree. 28 
 29 
Subpart B.  Academic program.  Academic program means a cohesive arrangement of 30 
college-level credit courses and experiences designed to accomplish predetermined 31 
objectives leading to the awarding of a degree, diploma, or certificate.  Undergraduate 32 
degree programs shall include a general education component.  The purpose of an 33 
academic program is to: 34 

1. increase students' knowledge and understanding in a field of study or discipline, 35 



2. qualify students for employment in an occupation or range of occupations, 1 
and/or  2 

3. prepare students for advanced study. 3 
 4 

Subpart C.  Academic program inventory.  Academic program inventory means the 5 
official list of academic programs offered by system colleges and universities. 6 
 7 
Subpart D.  Credit.  Credit means a quantitative measure of instructional time assigned 8 
to a course or an equivalent learning experience such as class time per week over an 9 
academic term. 10 
 11 
Subpart E.  General education.  General education means a cohesive curriculum 12 
defined by faculty through system college or university procedures to develop reasoning 13 
ability and breadth of knowledge through an integration of learning experiences in the 14 
liberal arts and sciences. 15 

 16 
Part 3.  Authorized Academic Awards. 17 
 18 

Subpart A.  System college and university award authority.  System colleges and 19 
universities have authority to confer academic awards only as specified below. 20 

 21 
1. Community colleges.  Community colleges have the authority to confer 22 

undergraduate certificates, diplomas, associate in arts, associate in fine arts, 23 
associate in science, and associate in applied science degrees. 24 
 25 

2. Consolidated colleges.  Consolidated colleges have the authority to confer 26 
undergraduate certificates, diplomas, associate in arts, associate in fine arts, 27 
associate in science, and associate in applied science degrees. 28 
 29 

3. Technical colleges.  Technical colleges have the authority to confer 30 
undergraduate certificates, diplomas, associate in science, and associate in applied 31 
science degrees. 32 
 33 

4. Universities.  Universities have the authority to confer undergraduate and 34 
graduate certificates and associate in arts, associate in fine arts, associate in 35 
science, baccalaureate, and graduate degrees. 36 

 37 
Approval by the Board of Trustees is required for a system college or university to confer 38 
an academic award type for which specific authority is not granted in this policy. 39 
 40 
Subpart B.  Academic award characteristics.  The chancellor shall specify the 41 
characteristics of academic awards. 42 

 43 
Subpart C.  Academic program credit length limits.  Academic programs that lead to 44 
an associate degree shall be limited to 60 credits and academic programs that lead to a 45 
baccalaureate degree shall be limited to 120 credits unless the chancellor grants a waiver 46 
based on industry or professional accreditation standards that require a greater number of 47 
credits. 48 



 1 
The chancellor shall set program credit length requirements and waiver criteria for 2 
undergraduate certificates, diplomas and graduate level awards. 3 

 4 
Part 4.  Authority to Establish Academic Program Locations.  Approval of the chancellor is 5 
required for establishment of a location at which an academic program may be offered. 6 
 7 
Part 5. Academic Program Approval.  Approval of the chancellor is required for new 8 
academic programs, changes to existing academic programs, suspension of academic programs, 9 
and closure of academic programs at system colleges and universities. 10 
 11 
An approved academic program shall include curricular requirements for earning an academic 12 
award, such as credits in general education, a major and/or minor, and all prerequisite courses.  13 
The chancellor shall maintain the academic program inventory and annually report to the Board 14 
of Trustees on the status of the inventory.  The report shall include an analysis of regional, 15 
sector, and state needs in collaboration with the Minnesota Department of Employment and 16 
Economic Development.  Only academic programs approved by the chancellor as recorded in the 17 
academic program inventory may be offered by system colleges and universities.  18 
 19 
Part 6.  Student Options when Academic Programs are Suspended, Closed, or Changed.  A 20 
system college or university shall provide a student admitted to an academic program an 21 
opportunity, consistent with system college or university policy, to complete the academic 22 
program when it is suspended or closed or when the requirements have changed. 23 
 24 
Part 7.  Academic Review.  Each system college and university shall regularly review its 25 
academic programs for the purpose of academic planning and improvement. 26 
 27 
Each system college and university shall submit an annual summary of its academic program 28 
review activity to the chancellor. 29 
 30 
The chancellor, as appropriate, may conduct statewide or regional reviews of academic programs 31 
or program clusters, report findings to the Board of Trustees and, when necessary, impose 32 
conditions on academic programs. 33 
________________________________________________ 
 
 
POLICY CONTENT FORMAT: 
Single underlining represents proposed new language. 
Strikeouts represent existing language proposed to be eliminated. 
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