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What We Are Talking About …

 Poverty on Our Campuses

 Our Students Battling Poverty

 Our Response to Poverty



The Atlantic Magazine: 

www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2015/03/the-miracle-of-minneapolis/384975/

http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2015/03/the-miracle-of-minneapolis/384975/


Minnesota Economic Disparities

Minnesotans have among the nation's highest per 

capita incomes … unemployment is low ...

… Not all Minnesotans are sharing the prosperity. 

More than one-third of the state's African-American 

residents live in poverty ...

Source: “Dayton urges business leaders to address racial disparities in jobs, income,” 

PioneerPress, Oct. 8, 2015





Poverty in Minnesota

www.mncompass.org/economy/overview

http://www.mncompass.org/economy/overview


www.mncompass.org/economy/overview

http://www.mncompass.org/economy/overview


Source: Closing the Achievement Gap MnSCU Report March 2014



Minnesota ‘Achievement’ Gap

"New federal data this week indicated that Minnesota 

ranked last in four-year graduation rates for Latino and 

American Indian students, second to last for black 

students and near the bottom for low-income students.”

Source: “New coalition targets achievement gap in schools.” StarTribune, November 28, 2012



How are economic changes or 

racial economic disparities 

affecting your campus?

How does poverty in your 

region effect your role as 

an Advisor? 

Poverty on Campuses



Source: http://mnscu.edu/board/materials/2014/march19/joint-powerpoint.pdf

Poverty on Campuses

63%

http://mnscu.edu/board/materials/2014/march19/joint-powerpoint.pdf




1947 50s 60s 70s 80s 90s 2000s

War Shared Prosperity: 1947-78

Compensation

(Average Hourly)

Productivity Growth
1947-1978: +109%

Pulling Apart: 1980-Now

Compensation Growth
1947-1978: +114%

Productivity 
Growth

1947-2011: +254%

Compensation 
Growth

1947-1978: +114%

Source: Economic Policy Institute, State of Working America

Economic Realities



Life Experiences

“Camping” for Middle Class = 

Vacation that will involve fun 

and sight seeing. 

For People in Poverty, “Camping” = 

Homelessness; Don’t have 

permanent location.

~ MnSCU College Student



Life Experiences

Hidden Rules of Social Class Quiz

Could you survive in poverty?

Could you survive in middle-class?

Could you survive in wealth?

Excerpted from A Framework for Understanding Poverty: 10 Actions to Educate Students 

workbook by Ruby K. Payne. 



Dr. Donna Beegle: Oral & Print Culture

Approx. 6 minutes

Source: Communications Across Barriers (www.combarriers.com) 

http://www.combarriers.com/


 Passion and perseverance toward 

long-term goals 

 Courage to learn from and 

move beyond failures

 Resilience = Optimism, 

Confidence and Creativity

‘Attitude,’ Grit & Growth Mindset

Source: www.ted.com/talks/angela_lee_duckworth_the_key_to_success_grit

Photo: www.stepbystep.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/What-is-Institutional-Ableism.jpg

http://www.ted.com/talks/angela_lee_duckworth_the_key_to_success_grit
http://www.stepbystep.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/What-is-Institutional-Ableism.jpg


Our Response to Poverty



Skills Employers Want

 Foundational Skills (Arrive on Time, Personal Hygiene)

 Interpersonal Skills (Polite, Act Appropriately)

 Communication Skills (Written, Verbal, Technology)

 Problem Solving and Critical Thinking 
(Flexible, Multitask)

 Teamwork (Diversity, Group Work)

 Ethics and Legal Responsibilities 
(Trustworthy, Responsible)

 Professional Skills (Career Development, Leadership)

Source: www.iseek.org/careers/skills.html

http://www.iseek.org/careers/skills.html




UsingYour Superpowers

Content Source: Communications Across Barriers (www.combarriers.com) 

http://www.combarriers.com/


Email Denise.Felder@so.mnscu.edu
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