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Board Policy 5.9, Biennial and Annual Operating Budget Planning and Approval, requires 

the Board of Trustees to approve the systemwide operating budget request.  This is the 

second reading of the FY2016-FY2017 Biennial Budget legislative request.   
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INTRODUCTION 

Board Policy 5.9, Biennial and Annual Operating Budget Planning and Approval, requires 

the Board of Trustees to approve the systemwide operating budget request prior to 

submission to the executive and legislative branches of state government.  This is the second 

reading of the FY2016-FY2017 Biennial Budget legislative request.   

 

BACKGROUND 
The FY2016-FY2017 Biennial Budget legislative request is a proactive strategy that 

addresses what was heard from key constituencies throughout the state. In preparing the 

legislative proposal, counsel was sought from presidents, faculty, staff, students, and 

bargaining unit representatives.  The resulting budget request is committed to protecting 

affordability and access for our students, providing the talented faculty and staff who deliver 

an extraordinary education to our students and prepare them for work and careers, and 

supporting the programs on our campuses that serve our students and enhance the economic 

vitality of our state.   

 

The FY2016-FY2017 Biennial Budget legislative request proposes a partnership with the 

state, the colleges and universities and the communities MnSCU serves. The partnership 

seeks to improve state support and move towards a 50:50 relationship between state support 

and tuition.  It will provide for inflationary costs in order to ensure continued high quality 

educational offerings and student services.   

 

The Board of Trustees has been entrusted in state statute with the authority to govern and 

operate Minnesota State Colleges and Universities.  The board, after full consultation with 

MnSCU constituencies, will make final budget decisions, including the matter of tuition, at 

the conclusion of the legislative session. If the legislative request is fully funded the board 

intends to hold resident tuition rates at current levels. 

 

The FY2016-FY2017 Biennial Budget presentation for the November 2014 Board of Trustee 

meeting is attached to this report.   

 

 

 

 

 



FY2016-FY2017 legislative request-Second Reading 

 

  

Underlined sections are additions to the October version 

 

 

RECOMMENDED COMMITTEE ACTION: 

 

The Finance and Facilities Committee recommends that the Board of Trustees adopt the 

following motion:  

 

November Board Motion 

 

Minnesota’s future depends upon a broad-based, highly-trained, highly-skilled workforce.  

To support increased educational and economic opportunities for all Minnesotans, the Board 

of Trustees of the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities is committed to protecting 

affordability and the access it provides to our academic programs and student success; 

providing the talented faculty and staff who deliver an extraordinary education to our 

students and prepare them for work and careers; and protecting the programs on our 

campuses that are vital to serving our students and communities across Minnesota and vital 

to the economic growth of our state. 

 

The FY2016-FY2017 legislative request strengthens the state’s commitment to access and 

affordability.  The Board of Trustees approves the 2016-2017 biennial budget request in the 

amount of $669,143,000 in FY2016 and $717,143,000 in FY2017 for a total of 

$1,386,286,000.  The Board strongly urges the state of Minnesota to support the Minnesota 

State Colleges and Universities biennial budget request. The Board of Trustees has been 

entrusted in state statute with the authority to govern and operate Minnesota State Colleges 

and Universities.  The Board, after full consultation with MnSCU constituencies, will make 

final budget decisions, including the matter of tuition, at the conclusion of the legislative 

session. If the legislative request is fully funded the board intends to hold resident tuition 

rates at current levels. 
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The FY2016-FY2017 legislative request strengthens the state’s commitment to access and 

affordability.  The Board of Trustees approves the 2016-2017 biennial budget request in the 

amount of $669,143,000 in FY2016 and $717,143,000 in FY2017 for a total of 

$1,386,286,000.  The Board strongly urges the state of Minnesota to support the Minnesota 

State Colleges and Universities biennial budget request. The Board of Trustees has been 

entrusted in state statute with the authority to govern and operate Minnesota State Colleges 

and Universities.  The Board, after full consultation with MnSCU constituencies, will make 

final budget decisions, including the matter of tuition, at the conclusion of the legislative 

session. If the legislative request is fully funded the board intends to hold resident tuition 

rates at current levels. 
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