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Meeting Agenda
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PSEO/CE Eligibility – COVID 19
Course Placement Guidance – COVID 19
NOSR Form – COVID 19 MDE
Q&A

To stay up to date…
Minnesota State COVID 19 dual enrollment
guidance available here:
https://www.minnstate.edu/coronavirus/index.
html
MDE COVID 19 guidance for PSEO/CE available
here:
https://education.mn.gov/MDE/dse/ccs/pseo/

COVID 19 | Timeline of Events

Examity and ProctorU
Remote ACCUPLACER
Proctoring Suspended

COVID-19 Declared
Pandemic

11 Mar.

16 Mar.

ACT and SAT Suspend
Testing
Minnesota State Suspends
Classes, Transition Planning
Begins
Minnesota K12 Schools
Closed, Transition Planning
Begins

22 Mar.

Federal waiver granted to
MDE to cancel remaining
MCA testing

27 Mar.

Gov. Walz Issues Stay-atHome Order

31 Mar.

PSEO And Concurrent Enrollment
Eligibility

Minnesota State System Procedure 3.5.1
https://www.minnstate.edu/board/procedure/305p1.html

Part 2. Admissions Requirements for PSEO Students.
Subpart A. Eligibility Standards. PSEO participation shall be available to juniors and
seniors enrolled through a Minnesota high school, home school, or alternative learning
center who present evidence of the ability to perform college-level work. Such
evidence includes the following:
1. for juniors, class rank in the upper one-third of their class or a score at or above the
70th percentile on a nationally standardized, norm-referenced test;
2. for seniors, class rank in the upper one-half of their class or a score at or above the
50th percentile on a nationally standardized, norm-referenced test; or
3. for juniors or seniors, documentation other than that specified in Part 2, Subpart A1
and Subpart A2 of this procedure of the student's readiness and ability to perform
college-level work as determined by the college or university.
A college or university may set higher standards than those specified in Part 2 Subpart
A1 and Subpart A2 for all students as needed to ensure student success.

Additional Local Practices For PSEO/CE
Eligibility
• Some colleges and universities have identified GPA
benchmarks that serve as a proxy for class rank, when
class ranking is unavailable.
• Some colleges and universities allow students who meet
course placement requirements to satisfy eligibility
standards, which includes system-defined benchmarks on
ACT, SAT, MCA, and ACCUPLACER scores.
• Most colleges and universities have alternate ways for
students to demonstrate college readiness as allowed in
system procedure 3.5.1, Part 2, Subpart A3.
• There may be differences between PSEO and concurrent
enrollment readiness indicators as well as differences in
grade level readiness indicators.

PSEO And Concurrent Enrollment Eligibility
Flexibility COVID 19
• Colleges and universities may continue to determine eligibility
as they would normally.
• However if the normal measures are unavailable due to
COVID 19 interruptions then…
• Minnesota State colleges and universities may use the
cumulative high school grade point average (GPA) of 2.8 to
determine eligibility for students who are unable to test or
unable to meet other system or local eligibility requirements
as a result of COVID 19 interruptions.

PSEO And Concurrent Enrollment Eligibility
Flexibility COVID 19
• This GPA of 2.8 aligns with the highest minimum
cumulative high school GPA identified in the system
guidance for course placement during COVID 19.
*2.6 can be used for courses requiring Reading or
English college-level benchmarks.
• A college or university may set higher standards than
those specified here for all students as needed to
ensure student success.

Bottom Line
Due to the variability in campus practices and
capacity, please communicate often with PSEO
and/or concurrent enrollment directors at each
college or university as things evolve.
Contact us at the system office for Minnesota State:
Jessica Espinosa – Jessica.Espinosa@minnstate.edu
Greg Rathert – Greg.Rathert@minnstate.edu

Course Placement During COVID19

ACCUPLACER Testing
• On campus testing became unavailable in mid-March.
• College Board had a remote proctoring service available through
third party vendors like Examity.
• On March 22nd, remote proctoring was suspended due to COVID 19
interruptions globally.
• April 1st, College Board offered alternate remote testing options via
Zoom and other platforms.
• ACCUPLACER limits the number of students per proctor to 3-5.
• Minnesota State is allowing colleges and universities to forgo
ACCUPLACER testing
• Some campuses are opting to offer remote ACCUPLACER testing.
Some have opted out of offering remote testing due to equity
concerns and capacity constraints.
• Secondary partners should consult with their local college or
university partner for the most up-to-date information.

Remote ACCUPLACER Testing
Remote proctoring of the Next Generation
ACCUPLACER testing is now available through a
video/chat conferencing through Zoom as outlined
by The College Board.
However, to test, students will need access to the
following:
A computer (desktop or laptop)
Stable internet connection
Webcam
Headset
Note that devices such as cell phones, Chromebooks, iPads,
Surface, and other tablets, will not work.
• A setting conducive to testing
•
•
•
•
•

Goals of Emergency COVID 19
Guidance
• Facilitate course placement in absence of ACT, SAT, MCA,
and ACCUPLACER testing to minimize interruption of
placement services
• Ensure equity and access for students
• Leverage existing technology and capacity
• Utilize established best practices and approaches wherever
possible
• Promote clear and consistent practices
• Develop and implement plan of assessment
Emergency guidance applies to general student population and applies to PSEO
and concurrent enrollment students as well.

Overview of Course Placement
Guidance
• Limited access to remote proctoring of ACCUPLACER
• Allow use of cumulative HS GPA as standalone course
placement measure in the absence of other measures
• Establish college-level HS GPA benchmarks in reading,
writing, and mathematics
• Allow use of guided self-placement in absence of valid,
reportable HS GPA
• Acknowledge specialized needs of English language
learners

Interim
Course
Placement
Process
COVID 19

Step 1

Use available ACT, SAT, MCA scores.

Step 2

Use available ACCUPLACER scores.

Step 3

Offer remote ACCUPLACER if feasible.

Step 3

Use standalone HS GPA.

Step 4

Use guided self-placement. (This is only for students without
HS GPA, adult learners, etc.)

HS GPA Benchmarks
For colleges courses
requiring college level
benchmarks in Reading
or English
Reading: HS GPA ≥ 2.6
Writing: HS GPA ≥ 2.6

For colleges courses requiring
college level benchmarks in
Mathematics: HS GPA ≥ 2.8
*For College Algebra:HS GPA ≥
+ Completion of HS
2.8
Algebra II (with a grade of
C- or higher)

Self-reported HS GPA must be accepted in the absence of official high school transcript.
Validity: ≤ 10 years

Self-Reported HS GPA
• A question was added in 2019 to the universal application for
our colleges and universities asking the student to report their
cumulative HS GPA. This question did not require a response.
• During COVID 19, this question will now require a response.
For students who do not know or do not have a HS GPA, they
will enter 0.0.
• Self-reported HS GPA must be accepted in the absence of
official high school transcript.
• Colleges and universities may require official transcripts for
other reasons like admissions or financial aid.

Cumulative HS GPA
Limited access to K12 transcript data
• Diverse K12 curriculum at course level
• No universal, statewide transcript
• No statewide electronic transcript database
• No established gathering or storage process of high school
transcript data
• No collection of course-specific high school transcript
information
• Cumulative high school GPA field in universal application
and ISRS

Re-evaluation of Placement
Decisions
• Due to the temporary suspension of on-site and online
course placement testing, in alignment with local practices,
students requesting a re-evaluation of their initial placement
should be routed through the measures used for the general
student population outlined in the previous slide, starting
with available test score data.
• If students are re-evaluated, the student must benefit from
the highest placement they receive. At no point shall a
student who is requesting a re-evaluation of their initial
placement be directed to enroll in a course that is at a lower
level than indicated within their initial placement.

COVID19 PSEO and Concurrent
Enrollment Eligibility and Course
Placement Questions and Concerns

20-21 PSEO Notice of Student
Registration
• Students must notify their district or charter
school of their intent to enroll in PSEO for
school year 2020-2021 by May 30. The date of
notification should be entered on the 20-21
PSEO Notice of Student Registration (NOSR) in
section one.
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20-21 PSEO Notice of Student
Registration

• Schools can consider a voicemail or email
message from the student as notice of intent
to enroll.
• Schools can also consider waiving the May 30
notification requirement in section two of the
form if collecting the necessary signature(s) is
challenging for students and families during
the remainder of the 19-20 school year.
4/15/2020
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20-21 PSEO Notice of Student
Registration

• The 20-21 PSEO NOSR form will need a student
and parent signature (if the student is not 18) in
section one.
• MDE has created several versions of the NOSR
form that can be used during this time and are
available on the PSEO Program page and School
Finance page.
• These new versions allow users to “type” a name
into the signature fields in all sections of the form.
For MDE purposes, the ”typed in name” will
suffice as a “signature”.
4/15/2020
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PSEO Notice of Student Registration
20-21

PSEO Notice of Student Registration
20-21

PSEO Notice of Student Registration
20-21

MDE Contacts
Program

School Finance

Mary Barrie, Supervisor
High School to Postsecondary
mary.barrie@state.mn.us

Sharon Peck, Supervisor
Data Management
sharon.peck@state.mn.us

Beth Barsness
PSEO/Concurrent Enrollment
Specialist
beth.barsness@state.mn.us

Jeanne Krile
Finance Specialist
jeanne.krile@state.mn.us

Kellie Brady
Kellie.Brady@state.mn.us
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Questions?
• Please enter your questions here: https://bit.ly/pseo-ceQs

•
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